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"10 MUSTS" FOR SUCCESSFUL GARDENING
Oding Reyes

The 10 musts for successful gardening:

1))
2)
3)
4)
S)
6)

7)

8)
9)

Firstly, a garden is an area needed for play and socialization by your family and friends, a
source of food for the family's table, hence incorporate vegetables with your ornamentals.

It has to be colorful to attract the birds and the bees and the butterflies, all of them are needed
for cross-pollination.

Select plants that are suited for the type of soil you have in your garden, so then there is no
need for expensive garden soil.

Plant the right plants for the right site, considering light, shade, and water. Proper height plants
for beds and walls.

Group plants together whose needs are identical, like water needs, soil-nutrient needs.
Minimize lawn area, as lawns need expensive watering and care.

Amend soil by the use of compost, microorganism to assist in decomposition of organic
matters, thereby minimizing the use of expensive fertilizers.

Use plants that need less pruning and general maintenance.
Use mulching in non-lawn areas to hold soil moisture better.

10) Water only when needed not when you have time to do it.

New gardening terms:

Xeroscape: landscapes that use plants requiring minimal watering.

Permaculture: relationship among many species of plants, animals, insects, etc. Natural gardening is
another method, encouraging only the plants that will grow well in a given environment. These type of
landscaping or rather none at all, is best suited to large expanse of land. The principles of these type of
gardening is based on:

1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

9)

Some plants get nitrogen from the air and bring it to the ground, no need for artificial
fertilization.

Culture of bees nearby, for the important task of pollination.

Some plants are potassium collectors.

Reseeding of plants naturally.

No weeding, not unless the weeds becomes invasive. The less you disturb the soil, the better.
Mulching is imperative.

Use existing grade of soil, as nature did it, so as not to disturb the natural run-off of water.

Fruiting trees are planted in the swell of land, for natural collection of water, hence, no need
to water most of the time.

No chemicals are used.

10) In conclusion: Do not create an environment that's not adapted to the area in the first place.

These types of gardens can be wet or dry gardens. In the dry garden, plant the drought-resistant plants and
in the wet gardens, plants that survive being waterlogged.
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